Incorporation of Chirurgeons of this city, bearing that they have > so much of the knowledge of the grounds and principles of this art as warrants their entering upon the practice of it; whereupon a licence should be given them, signed by four of the magistrates at least, to practise midwifery. And that the said act might the more effectually reach the valuable ends proposed by it, they were further of opinion that it should be enacted that the whole midwives who are now in the' exercise of that art in this city or privileges should be obliged, betwixt and the 1st of June next, to registrate their names in a book, to be kept by the magistrates' clerk, in the Council Chamber, for that purpose; and that the new intrants be recorded in the same book; to the end it may be known who shall for the future enter upon the practice of this art without the said licence; and that the contraveners of this act should be liable in such pains and penalties as by law may or can be inflicted upon ignorant and unskilful persons for practising an art where their ignorance and want of skill may be of such dangerous consequence to the lives of so many persons; and that they should be prosecuted for such transgression by the on an earnest study of the subjects for special proficiency in which they are to be awarded.
